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After fighting leukemia for d'2
years, Kurl Borchers was running
out of options

Extensive chemutherapy and:a:
grueling bone marrow transplant
failed to stop the cancer. 50 this
month. Borchers became the first
leukemia patient in the country to
undergo an experi-

Used on lllinois man’s leukemia

transplant from his brot her, Key-
in. '

Bt the lenkemin returned again
in 1996, prompfing severil pyveles
of - chemotherapy, remissions antd
relapses.

Borchers and his doctors ruled
out a second bone marrow Lrans-
plant heenuse he might not survive
it. Instead, they gave Borchers an
s fusion of a type of white blood
cellg; called lym-
phoeytes, donated

pental therapy in-
volving an infusion
of genetically al-

therapy,  succeeds,
Buy they're opti-

tell.”

Porchors said at a

“We think it’s a

hy Kevin,
The lympho-

tered  cancer-fight- e it eyvlies dre expected
ing t:t!l";l. X 'ﬂgluf cant ta -kill the leuke-

Doctors won'l adufgn{.’e, but min cells. Bul
knnw for at least o _ . there's o risk they
‘year whather the Dnly time will wlao will attack

Borchers' healthy
tissue, This could

-mia_fl.il.'; l r. Bﬂﬂ‘lilﬂ Bnr[' caure sovere diar-
“1 Jeel fime” ; : : -+ thea, appelite loss,
Northwestern Hospital iy, fuilure: and

death, .

news conference
Mimday nt North-
western Memorial Hlispital.
Barchers, u 46-year-old father ol
tiree from Downstate Morris, was
dingnosed with leukemia in Junt,
1994. The leukemia wen{ into 1o
mission alter aninitinl vountl GF
‘chemutherapy, but the eancer re-
{lrned in 1995, )
Borchers then underwent high-
(lose chemotherapy, which killed

cancey pells The, marrow, which
ylrluces

his bone marrow s well as. (he

most bluod cells, s

: In a new proce:
dure, skientisls inserted a Hsuicide
weng into the lymphoeytes befare

infusipg them into Borchers on

Jun. B, \

 In coming months, doctors will
watal Borehors for signs the lym-
phoeytes ure attacking healthy tis-

sue, I that  happens and the al-

tacks are severo, doclors will aoti-

vate the suicide gene with i diig
ealled gangiclovir. Once I!Pﬁi’#tﬂﬂ%
the suicide gene cousts o lympho. <
evte cell o Kill dtsell. The drug

Of. AoNord Duart, L1
rector of Morthywesi-

arn's bons TSRO
transplant program,
describad Kurt
Borchers™ leukemia
therapy as “fechni-
cally difficult and la-

bor intensive.”

Jorn H, WHITE: SUN-TIMES PHOTOS
Leukemia patient Kurt Borchers
underwent experimental cancer
therapy at Northwestern Memori-
al Hospital on Jan. 5.

If canmeer-fighting lyimphoeyles
cammit sulcide, there's a visk the
foukemia could réturn. In thal
wvent, Borchers epuld recéive o

seeond | infusion of lymphocyles,

said Dio Richard Bugl, director ol
N.__-.n.hwemnrn'ﬂ bowe marrow
transplant program.

- Borchers is the fisst patient to
participate in a planned thiea-yeor
study of 40 patients it Northwest-
crn md othur centus,

~ The procedure s “tochnically
difficull And labor intenstve " Bun
said. “We thin it u significin




