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Cell transplants show
‘promise in treating MS
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The hand tremors from his rztp—
idly progressing multiple sclerosis

‘were getting worse. He also was fa-

tigued and having trouble with his
balance, It got so bad that Sears
had to drop out of schoal.

So he voluntesred for an experi-

mental immune-system troatment
| at Northwestern amnrialHnpr

tal. M5 occurs when the immune
~ system goes haywimr and attscks
the protective coa ﬂm‘t insu-
lates nerve fibers. Richard
Burt: gave Sears a nt.em t:el.': trans-
plant, in effect giving him n new
Immune system.
Sixteen months later, Sears is at-
tending classes again at Moraine
" Valley Community College. His
writing s hetter. Hiz balance has
improved,

“One of my favorite things is to
watlk ' down ﬂlf! stairs with my
hands in the air and say, ‘Look; no
hands," * he said.

Burt Bavs stem-cell tmnspianta
might be able to stop the progres-
sion. of MS, especially in early-
stage patients. Burt also has done
stem-cell transplanis on patients
with other digsenses of the immune
system, including lupus, Crohn's

immune system :
in the early stages. *Wa don't
know vet what the potential for
this therapy will

[ &imaue and ﬂmumatoui arthritis,
'_Lupus patients, he said; have done
- “phenomenaly well?

But stem-cell tmnap‘!ants fur
diseases still are

be,” said. Dr. |
Bruce Cohen, an MS gk
Northwestern Umvmm!;y Medical
School.

And stam-oﬂ] tmnsphmi# can.

~ have serious complications. In a
University
Center ntu

of Washington Medical

-announced Last weok,
one of the'! _patients with severe
MS who received | transplanted

‘stem cells died not long afterward.

In the University of Wﬂﬂh.ngmn

-study, 30 percent of patients ei-

ther staved the same or improved.
A few rol worse,

Burt said a study of 29 patients
he directed at Northweslern and
the Medical College of Wisconsin
had similar results,,

Burt's study [nvuiwd pnments
with advanced MS. They had an

average MS =core of 7, meaning

they could: walk only a few steps
tinaided. Burl:_said he thinks the
atem-cell . treatment would work
better in patients with less ad-
vanced M3,

He's secking fuading for a atudy
of earlier-stage patients. For infor-
mation. call M2 GNEANRG =7 -




