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Rurt Borchers battled the disease for
goars. After the first chemotherapy
geatments, his leukemia receded, leay.
ing him hopeful that he would live to
ge his three children grow up.

But time and again, the illness came
pack—even after he received a bone
marrow transplant from his brother.

At a Monday news conference at
Northwestern Memorial Hospital,
Borchers smiiled as he held his wife's
hand. For the first time in four years,
an end to the disease might be in sight,

Borchers of Morris, Ill. is the first
patient in the United States to undergo
& revolutionary treatment to fight leu-

kemia.

On Jan. 5, he received an injection of
iymphocytes—a form of white blood
cells tha! the bﬂﬂy pm&uaestfta i mh-i.
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can be lethal.

The novelty of the treatment comes
from the fact that doctors have engi:
neered what they call “suicide viruses”
that attach themselves onto the lym-
phocytes supposed to attack the leuke-
mia. If ever the l}'mphucytes stray
frﬂm their intended mission, doctors
trigger the virus' destruction by giving
the patient a drug killing all of the
injected lymphocytes.

“After living through chemotherapy
and a bone marrow transplant, it
eall tu_rﬂk its toll physically and emo-
H nally,” Borchers said. “The great
ing about this treatment is that 1 was

te for several months.”

experiments were conducted
“in France and Italy, leav-
at Northwestern optimistic.

- effects of the treatment could be

vork in a week. I didn’t have

eukemia patients .

Northwestern Hospltal is flI"*wt in natIon t0 try new tyegtment

“The results aby were ver

sr_lmumg,mg said Diagmhard Bur?

irector of Northwestern’s allogeneic
bone marrow transplam program. “It's
a treatment that is tegynically difficult
and very labor Infensjve, but this is a
great alternative tg operations such as
transplants or chemotherapy.”

This clinical research trial, funded
by the Leukemia Society of America, is
a collaborative effort of Northwestern
Memorial Hospital, [owa Methodist
Medical Center and the Cancer Center
of the Medical College of Wisconsin.

Borehers carries 2 billion suicide
cells that seek to kill his cancer of the
blood. The major improvement with
this new treatment is that it can be
repeated many times without having
the risk of deadly side effects. The first

observed in the next three months, doc-
tors said.

“It's been four years that I've had
leukemia, and there hasn't been a day
that went by sm@q‘ut me thmkmg

about death,” Bﬂ._
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Kurt Borchers glances at his doctor, Hichard Burt
(foreground) at Monday's news conference,




