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| Chemotherapy fights lupus

Lupus, an mcurable disease that turns victims’
immune systems against them, has proved vul-
nerable to a new radical approach that destroys
and then revives the body’s natural defenses,
doctors said yesterday.

Heather Markel, 24, of Chicago, shows no
signs of lupus in her system two months after
the treatment, said Dr. Richard Burt at North-
western Memorial Hospital. The new process
takes stem cells, which grow into bone marrow
cells, a foundation of the immune system, from
a patient’s blood and purifies them. Intense che-
motherapy destroys the patient’s immune sys-
tem and then the purified cells are returned to
recreate the immune system. The process is al-
so being tried on people with multiple sclerosis :
and rheumatoid arthritis.



